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                     Know Your Housing Needs

What kind of house do you prefer? Do you lean toward a certain architectural style? 
Do you want a one-story home or two? How many rooms? How much square footage? 

These are questions you need to answer in advance, before you start house hunting. 
You need to know this information, and your real estate agent does as well.

• Be flexible. Here’s a universal truth of home buying: you will 
never find an existing house that has every single thing you 
want. But you will find a place that has most of the things 
you want, and possibly all of the things you need. There’s a 
big difference between needs and wants. One is a deal break-
er, the other is not. If you find a house that meets all of your 
needs and some of your wants, you’ve probably found your 
new home.

• Be realistic about the pricing. Everyone has a budget, and at 
times, it may limit the features you can afford when buying a 
home. If you want a three-bedroom home with at least 2,500 
square feet, but your budget is more in line with a two-bed-
room home of 2,000 square feet, you’ll have to make some 
compromises.  Being pre-qualified with Plains Commerce 
Bank helps you limit your shopping to the types of homes you 
can afford.

• Be committed to meeting your needs.  There are things you simply 
can’t do without. If you’re moving up from a two-bedroom home 
because your family has outgrown it, then a three-bedroom home is 
a must-have item. You can’t compromise on this. 

• Be forward thinking to the home’s potential. When creating your 
list of needs, focus on the things you cannot change. A home with 
“nice carpet” should never be on your list of must-have items. You 
can always replace carpet down the road. Your list of needs should 
only include things that would be hard or impossible to change (the 
location, the lot, the size of the home, etc.). 

• Be open to options. Try to avoid painting a picture in your head. 
The homes within your budget will never live up to it. If there’s a big 
discrepancy between (A) what you can afford and (B) what you see in 
your head, you’re going to have a long and frustrating home search.

1.  Have you received any offers? 
2.  When does the seller want to move? 
3.  When is the seller looking to close? 
4.  Is the seller flexible on price? 
5.  How many days has the home been on the market? 
6.  Has the price changed? 
7.  What are the average utility costs? 
8.  Are there any known issues? Have there been any    
     renovations or recent repairs made to the home? 

8 questions
to ask about
each home



Property Address:
_________________________

Best Features:
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________

Biggest Downfalls:
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________

Notes:
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________
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